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Livesay notches first Bassmaster Open Victory at Ross Barnett  
presented by Mossy Oak Fishing; Brings baby to witness win

Email sports news to MSTsports@prodigy.net

   
 

Watch for  
The Mid-South Tribune’s Special  

Fatherhood Edition in June!

RIDGELAND, Miss. May 2, 
2022— Lee Livesay’s family re-
cently expanded and he’s pretty 
certain that motivation helped 
him expand his trophy collection 
with a winning total of 48 
pounds, 11 ounces at the St. 
Croix Bassmaster Central Open 
at Ross Barnett presented by 
Mossy Oak Fishing. 
Buoyed by a Day 1 limit of 25-
12 — the event’s second-largest 
— the Bassmaster Elite Series 
pro from Longview, Texas, pow-
ered through two days of tougher 
conditions that yielded limits of 
10-4 and 12-11. Livesay won the 
top prize of $52,500 and a berth 
in the 2023 Academy Sports + 
Outdoors Bassmaster Classic 
presented by Huk, to be held in 
Knoxville, Tenn., March 24-26. 
“I struggled the last two days; 
I’m really thankful I caught that 
big bag the first day,” Livesay 
said. 
After Elite wins on Chicka-
mauga Lake (2020) and Lake 
Fork (2021), this is Livesay’s 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — Fishing 
fans streaming two upcoming 
Bassmaster Elite Series events 
will be able to watch, learn and 
shop in one seamless experience. 
During Days 1 and 2 of the 
Simms Bassmaster Elite at Lake 
Fork and the Guaranteed Rate 
Bassmaster Elite at Lake Oahe, 
Omnia Fishing and B.A.S.S. 
have partnered to simulcast Bass-
master LIVE as a shoppable 
stream on Omnia’s website and 
mobile app. 
 
"We're thrilled to provide an en-
hanced simulcast of Bassmaster 
Elite Series events where viewers 
can see and shop the products 
they see the pros using on screen 
in real time,” said Matt Johnson, 
CEO of Omnia Fishing. “We're 
blown away by how passionate 
our customers are about learning 
and improving their skills. We 
can't wait to see what they're able 
to accomplish when they have a 
direct path from inspiration at 
Bassmaster events to trying new 
gear on their local waters.” 
 
Anglers often use their time on 
camera during Bassmaster LIVE 
to help educate anglers of all 
levels on how to break down a 
fishery and what techniques and 
gear will help them be most suc-

Lee Livesay of Longview, Texas, has won the 2022 St. Croix Bassmaster Central Open at 
Ross Barnett Reservoir presented by Mossy Oak Fishing with a three-day total of 48 
pounds, 11 ounces.  Here, he brings his newborn to witness the historic event. (Photo by 
James Overstreet/B.A.S.S.) 

first Bassmaster Opens win. 
Watching his victory was Live-
say’s wife Taren and their month-
old daughter Lane. 
“It took me 36 years to have (a 
child) so I never thought about it 
until I had one, but I figured out 
I couldn’t love anything more 
than that little baby and my 

wife,” Livesay said. “It definitely 
focused me.” 
With minimal experience on Ross 
Barnett, Livesay spent most of 
his time on a community hole flat 
on the lake’s east side. He had 
plenty of company, but having lo-
cated a narrow drain flanked by a 
mix of dollar pads, pepper grass 
and hydrilla, he had a legitimate 
sweet spot all to himself. 
A Texas-rigged and Carolina-
rigged Netbait 6-inch lizard pro-
duced all of his first-round 
weight. The former fared best in 
the thicker spots. 
Day 2 saw him struggling, as the 
spot seemed to have dried up. So, 
Livesay shifted gears and caught 
a couple of keepers on shoreline 
spots and in a marina. 
Day 3, while a little more produc-
tive, also required a multi-level 
effort. 

“Today, I had to go junk fishing; 
my fish were gone,” Livesay 
said. “I started on my drain 
today, but a little farther down — 
about two casts from where I 
caught them on Day 1.” 
After a slow start on his drain, 
Livesay moved shallow and 
caught his first keeper on a white 
Snagproof Bobby’s Perfect Frog. 
Giving his drain another shot, 
Livesay caught his biggest bass 
— a 4-pounder — on the Caro-
lina rig. 
“Four casts later, I lost a great 
big one — a 5- or 6-pounder,” he 
said. “That was it for the flat.” 
Returning to the bank, he added 
his third keeper on the frog. After 
that, a frustrating slump 
prompted him to try a new sce-
nario. 
“I said, ‘I have to go junk fish,’ 
so I went out to the cypress trees 

in front of that area that I had 
never fished,” Livesay said. “I 
pulled out a white 6th Sense 
Braid swim jig with a white Net-
bait twin-tail trailer, skipped it up 
under a tree and caught a good 
one. 
“I kept going up to the next bay 
and just flipped, flipped, flipped 
with a Netbait B Bug. After 30 
minutes of flipping reeds, I 
caught No. 5 — a 3-pounder.” 
Relishing his first Opens title, 
Livesay said his win gives him 
some much-needed breathing 
room. 
“I’ve had a really rough year on 
the Elites. I’m 71st in Angler of 
the Year standings — almost im-
possible to make the Classic,” he 
said. “I just punched my ticket for 
(the Classic) so I can swing for 
the fence the rest of the year.” 
Nick LeBrun of Bossier City, La., 

finished second with 47-11. After 
placing 11th on Day 1 with 15-3, 
he pulled up to second with 17-9 
on Day 2. He finished with 14-
15. 
Targeting specific shoreline 
structure and cover, LeBrun was 
fishing an area where he sus-
pected a late wave of spawners 
had pulled up shallow. Covering 
water to find bass he couldn’t see 
in the lake’s muddy water, he 
caught fish on a bladed jig, a 
Texas-rigged V&M Chopstick 
and a frog. 
“I just stayed on my Lowrance 
Ghost trolling motor, just junk 
fishing; fishing what’s in front of 
me,” LeBrun said. “Probably 12 
of my 15 fish came out of Pela-
hatchie Bay. I also had some off-
shore stuff that I stopped on 
today.” 
Trevor McKinney of Benton, Ill., 
finished third with 45-9. His 
daily weights were 12-13, 17-2 
and 15-10. 
McKinney did his best to get 
away from the crowds and that 
meant skinny water. 
“I ran my Crestliner (aluminum) 
boat as shallow as I could get it,” 
he said. “I actually found a little 
shad spawn going on. I was 
catching most of my fish on a 
Terminator Swim Jig and a Ter-
minator Frog. 
“I was just throwing up as shal-
low as I could and shad were 
jumping up on the bank. Yester-
day, I caught one on a frog and it 
spit up two shad on my deck. I 
threw them back in the water and 
they swam off. The fish were just 
gorging themselves.” 
As the highest-placing eligible 
angler in the Toyota Bonus 
Bucks program, McKinney 

“It took me 36 years to have 
(a child) so I never thought 
about it until I had one, but I 
figured out I couldn’t love 
anything more than that little 
baby and my wife,” Livesay 
said. “It definitely focused 
me.” 

earned an additional $1,500. 
As part of the Yamaha Power Pay 
program, LeBrun took home an 
additional $1,500. 
Day 1 leader Neal Gilmore won 
the $750 Phoenix Boats Big Bass 
award for his 8-12. 
Cole Sands of Calhoun, Tenn., 
won the $500 Garmin Tourna-
ment Rewards for being the 
highest-placing competitor using 
Garmin products. 
 
Livesay leads the Central Opens 
season standings with 200 points. 
LeBrun is in second with 199, 
followed by McKinney with 198, 
Sands with 197 and Jimmy 
Washam of Covington, Tenn., 
with 196. 
John Soukup of Sapulpa, Okla., 
leads the overall Bassmaster 
Opens points standings with 671 
points. 
The tournament was hosted by 
the Ridgeland Tourism Commis-
sion. 
 
2022 Bassmaster Opens Series 
Title Sponsor: St. Croix 
2022 Bassmaster Opens Series 
Presenting Sponsor: Mossy Oak 
Fishing 
2022 Bassmaster Opens Series 
Platinum Sponsor: Toyota 
2022 Bassmaster Opens Series 
Premier Sponsors: Bass Pro 
Shops, Berkley, Humminbird, 
Mercury, Minn Kota, Nitro 
Boats, Power-Pole, Progressive 
Insurance, Ranger Boats, Rapala, 
Skeeter Boats, Yamaha 
2022 Bassmaster Opens Series  
 Supporting Sponsors: AFTCO, 
Daiwa, Garmin, Huk Perform-
ance Fishing, Marathon, Strike 
King, Triton Boats, VMC 
 

Omnia Fishing to simulcast Bassmaster LIVE as shoppable feed for 
two elite series events; Anglers of all levels can learn techniques, etc. 

water while Omnia’s live shop-
ping platform guides detail-hun-
gry anglers through the pros’ 
bait, rod and reel selections. 
 
Omnia Fishing currently spon-
sors three Elite Series anglers — 
Wisconsin’s Bob Downey, who 
already has a second-place finish 
this season, 2021 Bassmaster 
Angler of the Year Seth Feider of 
Minnesota and South Carolina’s 
Patrick Walters, who has earned 
Century Belts in two consecutive 
stops at Lake Fork. 

cessful. The Omnia Fishing 
Bassmaster LIVE simulcast will 
provide an opportunity for enthu-

siastic fans to follow along as 
their favorite Elite anglers adjust 
to two very different bodies of 

 Fans will be able to shop along 
with the pros May 19-20 during 
the Bassmaster Elite at Lake 
Fork and August 18-19 during 
the Bassmaster Elite at Lake 
Oahe at OmniaFishing.com and 
on the soon to be released Omnia 
Fishing app, which will be avail-
able free in the Apple and 
Google Play stores.  
 
About Omnia Fishing 
Omnia Fishing is a new kind of 
tackle buying experience, with a 
massive selection plus the tools 
to find just the right gear for you 
based on the lake you fish, all 
powered by local anglers. See 
what's trending in your local 
area, read fishing reports organ-
ized by lake or consult with a 
team of Omnia experts in real 
time at OmniaFishing.com and 
on the upcoming Omnia Fishing 
app, available in mid-May. 
 
About B.A.S.S. 
B.A.S.S., which encompasses 
the Bassmaster tournament 
leagues, events and media plat-
forms, is the worldwide au-
thority on bass fishing and 
keeper of the culture of the sport, 
providing cutting edge content 
on bass fishing whenever, 
wherever and however bass fish-
ing fans want to use it.  
 Headquartered in Birmingham, 
Ala., the 515,000-member or-
ganization’s fully integrated 
media platforms include the in-
dustry’s leading magazines 
(Bassmaster and B.A.S.S. 
Times), website 
(Bassmaster.com), TV show, 

radio show, social media pro-
grams and events. For more than 
50 years, B.A.S.S. has been ded-
icated to access, conservation 
and youth fishing. 
 
The Bassmaster Tournament 
Trail includes the most presti-
gious events at each level of 
competition, including the Bass-
master Elite Series, St. Croix 
Bassmaster Opens Series pre-
sented by Mossy Oak Fishing, 
TNT Fireworks B.A.S.S. Nation 
Series, Strike King Bassmaster 
College Series presented by Bass 
Pro Shops, Abu Garcia Bass-
master High School Series pre-
sented by Academy Sports + 
Outdoors, Bass Pro Shops Bass-
master Team Championship, Ya-

"We're thrilled to provide an 
enhanced simulcast of Bass-
master Elite Series events 
where viewers can see and 
shop the products they see the 
pros using on screen in real 
time,” said Matt Johnson, 
CEO of Omnia Fishing. 
“We're blown away by how 
passionate our customers are 
about learning and improv-
ing their skills. We can't wait 
to see what they're able to ac-
complish when they have a 
direct path from inspiration 
at Bassmaster events to try-
ing new gear on their local 
waters.” 

Visit www.gotigersgo.com 
 for more information and tickets.

Fans will be able to shop 
along with the pros May 19-
20 during the Bassmaster 
Elite at Lake Fork and August 
18-19 during the Bassmaster 
Elite at Lake Oahe at Omni-
aFishing.com and on the 
soon to be released Omnia 
Fishing app, which will be 
available free in the Apple 
and Google Play stores.  

maha Rightwaters Bassmaster 
Kayak Series powered by Tour-
neyX, Yamaha Bassmaster Red-
fish Cup Championship 
presented by Skeeter and the ul-
timate celebration of competitive 
fishing, the Academy Sports + 
Outdoors Bassmaster Classic 
presented by Huk. 

 

 Happy Mother’s Day! 


